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SUMMARY OF DOCUMENT 
 
Julia Horsfall (1856-1946) was the daughter of Robert Thompson (1811-1875), who bought the 
Uppermill (Cornmill) in Luddenden in 1856. This document traces Julia’s inheritance back 
through to her father’s first involvement with Upper Mill and lists the route by which Julia’s 
executors were legally authorised to sell the buildings to Stuarts (Sowerby) Ltd. 
 
Robert Thompson had a share in the Cornmill when it was purchased from Hartley and John 
Murgatroyd in 1856. The other shareholders were Robert’s father George, his brother William 
Henry and Joseph Starkey. In 1863 Robert bought the share held by (his brother?) William Henry 
Thompson. 
On Robert’s death in 1875, his will left the mill to his Wife Hannah and after her death to their 
sons Arthur and George in equal share. 
 
Hannah died in 1905, but by then, both her sons had also died, Arthur in 1899 and George in 
1882. 
In Arthur’s will, he had named his two sisters Julia and Mary as his benefactors. George named 
his son Frederick William and Young Horsfall, the husband of Julia as his beneficiaries. 
Frederick William died before his father in 1894, the same year Young Horsfall also died. 
Frederick William’s will left his estate to his brother Arthur, who as mentioned above died 
in1899. 
 
So on the death of Hannah, all the male line had already died, so the girls got the inheritance. 
Julia Horsfall and Mary Thompson (Mary was married to her cousin Albert Thompson, the son of 
William Henry Thompson) became owners of Upper Mill in 1905. 
Mary Thompson died in 1931 leaving Julia as the sole owner of the property (because, but this is 
not mentioned in this document, Mary’s two sons were both killed in WWI). Julia died in 1946 
but did not pass the mill on to her children. 
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The mill was sold to Stuarts (Sowerby) Ltd in 1946 for £1500, their registered office was Upper 
Mill Luddenden. Was this the parent company of Lindley’s? 
 
The final part of the document states that the reservoir for the mill was sold by Stuarts 
(Sowerby) Ltd to George and Florence Lucas in 1952. George and Florence were the owners of 
76-77 High Street at the time and ran a shop from these premises. 
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